
Bermuda Petrel (Pterodroma cahow) 
Fact Sheet 

 
Rediscovered February 28, 1951 though a few had been found previously in 1906, 1935, and 1945 

David Wingate (age 15) was there when Robert Cushman Murphy and Louis Mowbray pulled the first 

live Cahow from a nesting cavity on Inner Pear Rock 

Wingate (after attending Cornell University) returned to Bermuda in 1962 as Conservation Officer 

Threats he had to deal with facing the Cahow: 

 -Tropicbird nesting competition (developed baffles to exclude tropicbirds) 

 -Lack of suitable nesting locations / natural nesting substrate (developed artificial burrows) 

 -Rat infestations on breeding islets (used rodenticide to kill rats during non-breeding season) 

 -DDT (corrected itself once banned in the US) 

 -Predation by Snowy Owl (these birds could also face predation by skuas at sea) 

 -Light Pollution (worked with government to limit near Castle Harbor) 

 -Hurricanes / sea level rise 

Wingate was given Nonsuch Island to work with, restoring it to its precolonial state 

Nonsuch is 30 feet above sea level, most islets in Castle Harbor are about 5 feet above sea level 

2001 Jeremy Madeiros took over the Cahow Recovery Program 

Jeremy initiated a banding program, banding all chicks and adults that he could access in burrows 

A translocation project was undertaken to move chicks from the low-lying islets to Nonsuch (which has 

native groundcover promoting natural burrowing by Cahows) 

This project was successful and now there are two new colonies on Nonsuch Island! 

Jeremy is using tagging capabilities to learn more about the movements of Cahows in the N. Atlantic 

This is revealing their range and foraging capabilities 

The Cahow Cam is allowing all of us to learn in real time about the natural history of this species, and 

gadfly petrels in general for the first time! 

Oct-Nov mating / Dec pre-laying exodus / Jan eggs laid / March chicks hatch / May-Jun chicks fledge 

2020-2021 Nesting Season: 

 -142 breeding pairs (26 pairs on Nonsuch) 

 -13 chicks hatched on Nonsuch (as of mid-March) 

 -50 chicks hatched in other colonies (as of mid-March) 

*Information: Nonsuch Expeditions – excellent blog and links to the Cahow Cam, plus other resources 

Thank you all so much again for your time and for your excellent questions! 
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